




Object Source Information
Type of object: Cradleboard
Title: So Be It Our Minds
Object Creation Date: 2016
Creators: Carla and Babe Hemlock
Location: Currently on display, 2023.
Dimensions: H-32, W-12.5, D-12 inches

Background Information
Carved wooden cradleboard created by Babe Hemlock. Back of the cradleboard is painted to depict chemical and nuclear plants and
a woman and boy walking across a desert carrying water. Front of the cradleboard is decorated with quilted fabric made by Carla
Hemlock. Images depicting nature, windmills and solar panels. Babe and Carla Hemlock are a Kahnawake Mohawk
husband-and-wife artisan team from Kahnawake Mohawk Nation Territory near Montreal.

Artist Reflection
“There are a lot of dark issues in our history, but there’s a lot of good, and that’s the balance … We keep moving forward. That’s what
this board is about. There is a mother walking with the boy. This is about what you’re leaving for the younger, next generation. This is
what they are inheriting if we don’t change so many of the directions we are going in.

There are different symbols in the painting. You grow up hearing the American dream, the white picket fence, so I stuck a picket
fence in there. This is what you are dreaming, and this is what’s behind it- climate change.”

Developed from: Interpreting the Moment: Promoting Visual Literacy in Social Studies NCSS 2021 presentation by Suzanne
Shelburne and David Hicks.


