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ADKX Announces the 2026 Harold K. Hochschild Award Recipients
Dick Beamish and the Adirondack Explorer Magazine

Blue Mountain Lake, NY — The Adirondack Experience, The Museum on Blue Mountain Lake (ADKX) will
be celebrating their annual Benefit Gala & Harold K. Hochschild Award ceremony on Saturday, July 25 from
5 to 9 PM, under the stars at their museum in the heart of the Adirondacks. This yearly celebration and
fundraiser highlights the organization’s service to the Adirondack community, as well as honors the Harold
K. Hochschild Award recipient. This award, given annually to a different recipient, is dedicated to the
memory of the museum’s founder, whose passion for the Adirondacks, its people, and environment
inspired him to create the museum and establish the Adirondack Park Agency (APA). The 2026 award
recipients are Dick Beamish and the Adirondack Explorer Magazine.

For more than five decades, Dick Beamish has been one of the Adirondack Park’s most persistent and
passionate advocates. Born and raised in Albany, Beamish first fell in love with the region as a boy
spending summers at Camp Dudley on Lake Champlain. After graduating from Williams College and
earning a master’s degree in journalism from Columbia, he became the first communications director of
the newly formed Adirondack Park Agency in 1972. In that role, he crisscrossed the state working to
educate the public about the region and the urgent need for thoughtful planning and protection. His
firsthand accounts of those pivotal early years are preserved in the ADKX archives as part of a major oral
history collection recently donated by author Brad Edmondson.

By the 1990s, Beamish recognized a void in how news and information about the Adirondacks were
shared. Misconceptions about the Park were common—both inside and outside the Blue Line—and he
believed a regional publication could help bridge divides and elevate informed dialogue. In 1998, after
years of determination and fundraising, Beamish launched Adirondack Explorer, a nonprofit news
magazine dedicated to covering the Park’s natural and human communities. Its mission: “to inform and
influence, to identify problems and solutions, to help shape public opinion and policy.”

“Dick Beamish’s vision and unwavering commitment have strengthened understanding of the Adirondacks
for generations, and Adirondack Explorer continues that vital work every day. Their dedication to
thoughtful dialogue, environmental stewardship, and community storytelling reflects the very ideals Harold



Hochschild championed. We are honored to recognize Dick and the Explorer with this year’s award, and we
look forward to celebrating their extraordinary impact at the 2026 Gala.” said ADKX Trustee Nancy Keet.

From its earliest issues, the Explorer has played an essential role in presenting balanced reporting on
complex topics, celebrating outdoor recreation and natural history, and highlighting the challenges and
opportunities facing Adirondack communities. Today it stands as one of the most trusted sources of
independent journalism in the region.

“We are grateful for Dick Beamish and Adirondack Explorer’s decades of dedication to the Adirondack Park.
Their commitment to thoughtful reporting and community engagement has made a lasting difference, and
we’re delighted to honor them at this year’s Gala.” said ADKX Executive Director David Kahn

To purchase tickets to this event or make a contribution in honor of the Dick Beamish and the Adirondack
Explorer Magazine visit the ADKX website HERE.

About Adirondack Experience, The Museum on Blue Mountain Lake

Adirondack Experience, The Museum on Blue Mountain Lake (ADKX), accredited by the American
Alliance of Museums, shares the history and culture of the Adirondack region through interactive
exhibits, hands-on activities, and culturally rich collections in more than 20 historic and contemporary
buildings on a 121-acre campus in the heart of the Adirondacks. The museum is supported in part with
donations from the general public, with some general operating support made possible by the New York
State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State
Legislature. For additional information, call 518-352-7311 or visit www.theADKX.org.

MEDIA CONTACT:
Amanda Metzger | Behan Communications
Amanda.metzger@behancom.com | (518) 769-3146

ADIRONDACK EXPERIENCE CONTACT:
Tara Murphy | Director of Marketing and Communications

tmurphy@theadkx.org | (518) 352-7311 ext. 182

HHAH


https://www.theadkx.org/event/benefit-gala-harold-k-hochschild-award/
http://www.theadkx.org/

